THE WORK OF THE JUDICIARY

criticism. The decisions have usually been
of marked ability, so that they have won the
heartiest respect and approval of lawyers,
writers, and the general public, both at home
and abroad. People who believe in the ap-
pointment of judges instead of their election,
apparently at times underestimate the influence
that the traditions of the bench have upon
elected judges. Men who have perhaps been
active partisans and politicians, even corrupt
when practising lawyers, become honest, up-
right, impartial in their judicial office.

Judges in most free countries have usually
enjoyed the special respect and honor of the
citizens as the upholders of law and of justice.
With this tradition of office and with the feeling
of confidence reposed in them by the citizens,
they have usually been found worthy of the
important interests entrusted to their care.

The question is sometimes raised as to how
far judges ought to be influenced by public
opinion. There can be no doubt that a judge
ought not to permit himself to be swayed or
influenced to any degree whatever by popular
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